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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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JX Responsive to communication(s) filed on _ 



□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

Claim(s) L _Z '. is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 2, 3, 4, 5 and 8 are allowed. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 

invention-was-made.to-a-person.haying-ordinaiy-SkM 

Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pettitetal (US 5,551,692). 

As per Claim 1 , 

A method of selling and purchasing at least one object of purchase over a computer 

network, said method comprising the following steps: 

a. utilizing a software program on a computer of a purchaser to search for 

and find a site on said computer network offering said at least one object of purchase; / 

col 1, L 33-54. The reference fails to teach the features of software on a purchaser's 

computer. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art, for example in the form of modified cookies to 
contain purchasing software. It would have been obvious to one of 
feature for the advantage of immediate exposure to free items and thus increase the 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this feature to 
increase the possibility of sales. 
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b. browsing through an on-line catalog at said site to find said at least one 

object of purchase, each of said at least one object of purchase having attributed to it a 

probability of obtaining said each of said at least one 

object of purchase at no cost to said purchaser; / col 1 , L 33-54 

c. selecting said at least one object of purchase for purchase; / col 1 , L 33-44 

d. confirming an order for said at least one object of purchase; / col 1 , L 33-54. 

The reference fails to teach the feature of confirmation. ___ _ _ _„ 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
feature for the advantage of avoiding bookkeeping errors and thus keeping an accurate 
set of books. 

e. determining whether payment must be made for said each of said at 
least one object of purchase; and / col 1 , L 34-54 

f. paying for only those objects of purchase from said at least one object 

of purchase for which payment was determined to be required in step e. / col 1 , L 37-54 
As per Claim 6, 

A system for selling at least one object of purchase over a computer network, 
said system comprising: 

a. an on-line catalog; / col 1 , L 33-44. The reference fails to teach the feature of on-line 
catalog. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
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the e-commerce art and / or retail art. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
feature for the advantage of increased product visibility to thus enhance the possibility 
of future sales. 

b. a virtual shopping basket; and / col 1 , L 33-44. The reference fails to teach the 
feature of a virtual shopping basket. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in _ _ 

the e-commerce art and / or retail art. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
feature for the advantage of increased product convenience to thus enhance the 
possibility of future sales. 

c. software for determining whether a particular one of said at least one object of 
purchase shall be offered free to a purchaser. / col 1 , L 33-44; col 4, 35-59 

4. Claims 7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Girouard et al (US 4,982,346) 
As per Claim 7, 

A system for selling at least one object of purchase over a computer network as 

claimed in claim 6, wherein said software comprises: 

a. a program to produce a user interface allowing a merchant to select one 

of at least one algorithm for determining whether a particular one of said at least one 

object of purchase shall be offered free to said purchaser, said selection being with 



Application/Control Number: 09/656,299 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2164 

regard to one object of purchase in said on-line catalog; / col 24: claim 2. The reference 
fails to teach the feature of on-line catalog. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
feature for the advantage of increased product visibility to thus enhance the possibility 
of future sales. _____ ... _ - - - - - - 

b. said at least one algorithm; and / col 24: claim 2 

c. a program to produce a user interface displaying to a merchant the particular one(s) 
of said one object of purchase in said on-line catalog offered free to purchasers. / col 
23: claim 1. The reference fails to teach the feature of on-line catalog. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
the e-commerce art and / or retail art. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
feature for the advantage of increased product visibility to thus enhance the possibility 
of future sales. 
As per claim 9, 

A system for selling at least one object of purchase over a computer network as claimed 
in claim 6, wherein said on-line catalog notifies a potential purchaser of the probability of 
obtaining at least one item therein at no cost. / col 24: claims 2, 3, 4 and 6. The 
reference fails to teach the feature of on-line catalog. 

Official notice is taken that this feature is old and well known in 
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the e-commerce art and / or retail art. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to implement this 
feature for the advantage of increased product visibility to thus enhance the possibility 
of future sales. 

This action is NON-FINAL. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Steven R. Wasylchak whose 
telephone number is~(703)^308-2848. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin, can be reached at (703) 308-1065. The fax number for Art 
Unit 2164 is (703) 308-1396. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone pumber is 
(703) 305-3900. 

Steven Wasylchak viMCENT MH-UN 

s/ / SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

"X*^ SU TECHN0L06Y CENTER 2100 

9 /20/01 



